A thesis statement is a one sentence summary of the paper’s content.  It is useful for the writer because it helps identify the focus of an essay, and to establish a criterion for including or excluding information. It is useful for the reader because it works to anticipate the discussion to follow. It can be thought of as a roadmap.
As a thesis statement is to an essay, a topic sentence is to a paragraph. It expresses the main point, unifying the material that will follow, and helping to orient the reader.  Like a thesis statement, it can be imagined as a roadmap, but one on a more detailed scale.

Each of the symbols in “Everyday Use” by Alice Walker, including the house, the quilts, the churn top, and the dasher, symbolizes something different for Maggie, Dee, and their mother. All of these items represent the past to these characters, but in a different way.
· The first item symbolized in the story was the house.

· The second symbolic item in the story was the churn top.

· The dasher was also a symbolic relic from the past because a deceased family member whittled it.

· The last items than are symbolic are the old quilts.

The house, the quilts, the churn top, and the dasher in “Everyday Use,” by Alice Walker,

are all symbolic items that represent two very different pasts.
2.  John Steinbeck uses symbolism to describe both the main character, Elisa Allen, and her marriage.
· First, the flowers symbolize the incompetence Elisa feels.

· Secondly, Elisa “babies’ her flowers as she grows them, much like a parent would raise a child.

· Elisa also lacks passion in her life.

· Finally, the chrysanthemums also represent Elisa’s isolation from her husband.

Steinbeck uses the symbol of the chrysanthemums to zero in on Eliza’s feelings about her life in his short story “The Chrysanthemums.”
3. Alice Walker uses two essential common items in life to represent the emotions that the characters in her short story, “Everyday Use,” feel.
· First, at the beginning of the story, Walker makes mention of the burn scars on Maggie’s arm (325).

· Next, the changing of Dee’s name is symbolic of how humans are always wanting change.

· Finally, Walker uses the quilts as a symbol of warmth, not only because they are an actual warming agent, but also because quilts often travel down through numerous generations, so they represent way in which the possessor can remember the past.

Alice Walker uses many symbols throughout “Everyday Use” to evoke her character’s emotions, which helps give the story a feeling of home and tradition.
